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June 10, 2009

The Honorable Gloria Negrete McLeod, Chairwoman and
Members of the Senate Business and Professions Committee
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:      OPPOSE - Governor’s Reorganization Proposal for

Elimination of Landscape Architects Technical Committee (LATC)
Dear Chairwomen Negrete McLeod and Committee Members:

This letter is in regard to the Governor’s proposed measure in his May Budget Revisions to eliminate the Landscape Architects Technical Committee (LATC).  

The Governor’s proposal to eliminate the LATC is stated as action that will increase government efficiency and reduce the cost of government business to the taxpayers.  There is no discussion of protection of consumers and their rights: who will look out for their rights without regulation of the industry?  
I strongly believe this proposal does not meet the stated goals below and this proposal will subject State consumers of landscape architectural services to potential harm.
· There is cost savings under this proposal to the State’s General Fund as LATC is a “special fund” agency.  The elimination of the LATC would result in no savings for the State’s General Fund dilemma.  The current license renewal fees are used to administer the registered landscape architects program under the California Architects Board.
· LATC, a “special fund” agency, is already consolidated under the California Architects Board (CAB).  In 1997, the outcome from Sunset Review was that the Board of Landscape Architects would be reconstituted as a technical committee under the Board with one Executive Officer.  The structure has proved to be an efficient, effective means of two design professions to co-exist under the same governance structure, while focusing on consumer protection and recognizing the uniqueness of the two design professions.
· The purpose of the LATC is to protect consumers from harmful designs and actions in the field of landscape architecture and to insure that practitioners are meeting current standards and regulations. 

· A unique function of the LATC has been to remove barriers to licensure through certification of two non traditional programs: UCLA and UC Berkeley Extension Landscape Architecture Programs. These two programs are the only two educational venues IN THE NATION that provide the opportunity to working adults to study in the evening and on weekends to become licensed.  The LATC sets the standards and bar for these two programs which have prepared professionals for licensure in California filling a growing need for professionals in our field. This unique role is not transferable to another profession, and removal of the LATC would remove this educational venue that responds directly to open access to professional licensure, unique to California. 
· Eliminating the LATC means that landscape architects would be regulated by an entity without the benefit of regulatory decisions being made from peer professionals.  
· LATC is scheduled for state sunset review in 2010.  The Sunset Review subjects the profession to rigors and litmus test which are applied equally to all professional licensing entities. This is the appropriate venue for this action.
I respectfully urge you to vote “NO” on the Governor’s proposal to eliminate LATC as part of the budget process.  There will be no savings to the State General Fund and any future model may not be as efficient as the current structure of the LATC.
Thank you for considering my request to retain the structure and mission of consumer protection performed by the Landscape Architects Technical Committee (LATC).
Sincerely,

  cc:
Senator Mark Wyland, Vice Chair
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Senator Dean Florez


Senator Jenny Oropeza


Senator Gloria Romero


Senator Mimi Walters


Senator Leland Yee

