May ___, 2009

See Sample Address Format on Budget Committee Roster 
RE:  
Governor’s Budget Proposal: Elimination of LATC - OPPOSE

Dear _____________:

This letter is in regards to the Governor’s May Budget Revisions to eliminate the Landscape Architects Technical Committee (LATC).  As a Registered Landscape Architect, I oppose the Governor’s measure to eliminate the LATC.  
The purpose of the Governor’s proposal is to increase government efficiency and reduce the cost of government business to the taxpayers.  I ask what will the costs be to the protection of the State consumers of landscape architectural services?  No professional overview equals problems for the consumers.  Therefore, I strongly believe the Governor’s proposal does not meet the stated goals: 
· There will be no cost savings under this proposal to the State’s General Fund and/or the State taxpayers as LATC is funded through license fees.  The elimination of the LATC would result in a $0 savings for the State’s General Fund and the State’s taxpayers. 
· LATC, a “special fund” agency, is already consolidated under the California Architects Board (CAB).  In 1997, the outcome from Sunset Review was that the Board of Landscape Architects would be reconstituted as a technical committee under CAB with one Executive Officer.  The structure has proved to be an efficient, cost effective means of two design professions to co-exist under the same governance structure, without sacrificing the focus on consumer protection and in recognition of the uniqueness of the two design professions.  This model is highly effective and has received positive feedback through the Sunset Review process and nationally from professional licensing associations.  
· The purpose of the LATC is to protect consumers from unscrupulous actors in the field of landscape architecture and to insure that practitioners meet current industry standards. 

· LATC is up for sunset review in 2010.  I ask that LATC go through the Sunset Review process to define its faith on an equal playing field with the architects and civil engineers.   
I respectfully urge you to vote “NO” on the Governor’s proposal to eliminate LATC as part of the budget process.  Such action does not save money for the General Fund and will only harm the consumers’ rights when dealing with design issues caused by landscape architects.   
Sincerely,

